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Functions is a project about scientific explanations of love, the most mysterious, badly treated and desired emotion 
in the world. Everyone of us would feel much comforted if  we could have an instruction manual for ourselves and 
for the  others,  a  guide  to  that  small, pulsating  organ  we carry  in  our  chest.  Countless  disciplines  tried  to  offer 
precise explanations, of ten with hilarious  results.  Effetto  Larsen  collected  and  organized  these  scientific 
explanations to share them in the most serious way we know: a game. We found inspiration in quiz games and talent 
shows to  create  Functions,  a  game about  love  played  in  rea l time with the audience, that becomes the player 
choosing how to  build  a  love  story.  Did  I  meet the  right  person?  How should  I  approach  him or  her?  What's the 
difference between passion and feeling? Which music shall I choose for the first date? 

Trust us as you  would trust  a  quiz show presenter: any  doubt  or  question about  love will be  solved after  playing 
Functions. 

What 

 
Our world is made of relationships: through the interaction with other individuals we create our reality, determining 
our happiness degree, as  well. We often  feel  that  our  life  would be  easier  if  we could  understand  other  people's 
behaviour and  ours. Many  attempts have  been  made in that  sense, by  psychiatrists, psychologists, sociologists, 
economists, anthropologists. Of  course  no  answer has ever  been  satisfying, but  in many circumstances “models” 
have been  produced, intended as  simplified frameworks designed to  illustrate complex processes, streamlined 
versions to manage an otherwise elusive matter. 
 
Human behaviour refers to the range of actions and reactions of an individual related to other objects, organisms or 
the environment in  general,  and  influenced  by  many elements: culture,  attitudes,  emotions, values,  ethics, 
authority, relations, coercion, genetics. In mathematics, a function is a relation between a set of inputs and a set of 
permissible outputs with the property that each input is related to exactly one output.*  

How would it be to apply this structure to our relationships? 
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Effetto Larsen  has  been  focusing its research  on  h uman relationships for  years, starting from several cues: 
from Hindu culture to psychology essays, from animal behaviour to love stories, applied to both stage and urban 
performances. A path that in a short time has brought the company to gain resonance and awards at both the 
national and  the  international level. Functions is an ironic dissection of human perceptive reactive system 
leaded by the illusion of understanding it.   
These targets  define the  necessary  tools to  reach  them: the  use  of  human beings i s reduced  to  the  bare 
minimum, their representation is left to objects and images. As in children's games, objects like wood sticks, 
dolls, pictures and toys are humanized and chosen as models for basic dynamics. It is the audience's gaze that 
completes the performance through an absurd identification process.  
On stage, a table, a video camera framing it from above, a projector showing the images on the backdrop. On the 
table loves and dramas between objects take place, landscapes alternate, paper hearts break. There is no story, 
just fragments of stories we all know: meeting, loosing, misunderstanding, looking for, chasing, loving, 
cheating, hating someone. Interaction with the  audience is also included: at  the  beginning of  the  performance 
some simple rules are briefly illustrated. The audience can express opinions, take part to surveys, decide how an 
episode will end  or  choose  its soundtrack, offer  themselves as  test  subjects for  a  personality test. We are 
talking about human materials in the end, aren't we? The point is doing it with lightness, a bit like in TV quizzes and 
game shows.  

* Un  esempio è la funzione che mette in relazione un  numero reale x  al suo quadrato x
2

. L'output di una funzione  funzione f  corrispondente a  un 
input x  è chiamata f(x) (si legge "f  di x"). In questo esempio, se l'input è -3, allora l'output è 9 e possiamo scrivere fJ�3I  = 9. Le variabili di input sono 
a volte detti argomenti della funzione. (Fonte: Wikipedia) 

 
Cues 

 
R.D. Laing, a Scottish psychiatrist who wrote extensively on mental illness and human relationships, identifying 
behavioural structures expressed in a poetical or schematic way:  
 
The patterns delineated here have not yet been classified by a Linnaeus of the human submission. They may all be strangely 
familiar. In these pages I have confined myself to outline only some of those I actually witnessed. Words that come to mind to 
name them are: knots, tangles, impasses, whirligigs, disconnections, vicious circles, bonds. I could have remained closer to the 
“raw” data  in  which  these  patterns  appear.  I  could  have  distilled  them  further  towards  an  abstract  logical -mathematical 
calculation. I hope they were not modelled to the point that those specific situations originating them cannot be retraced; and 
yet, that they are sufficiently “content”-independent for one to guess the final formal elegance in these warps of maya. 
 

They are playing a game. They are playing at not 
playing a game. If I show them I see they are, I 
shall break the rules and they will punish me. 

I must play their game, of not seeing I see the game. 
 

 
          (R.D. Laing, “Knots”) 

 



  Effetto Larsen   matteo lanfranchi    +39 347.8718979 
Via Asiago 55   matteo@effettolarsen.it  +39 02.36565597 
20128 Milano             www.effettolarsen.it   skype: keni05 

Paul Watzlawick, an Austrian-American family therapist, psychologist, communications theorist, and  philosopher. 
Watzlawick believed that people create their own suffering in the very act of trying to fix their emotional problems: 
 
One cannot  not  communicate:  every  behaviour is  a  form  of  communication.  Because  behaviour  does  not  have  a  counterpart 
(there is  no  anti -behaviour), it  is  impossible  not  to  communicate.  Even  if  communication  is  being  avoided  (such  as  the 
unconscious use of the non-verbal or of the strategy of symptoms), that is a form of communication.  
 
 

 

 

 

(P. Watzlawick, J.H. Beavin, D. D. Jackson, “Pragmatics of Human Communication”)  

 
 
Sergio Rinaldi, Professor of Systems Theory at the Department of Electronics and Information (DEI) of the 
Politecnico di Milano. He worked on modelling love dynamics: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personality tests: simply irresistible. 
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Baci Perugina are very popular Italian chocolate candies containing a small scroll with quotes about love:  
 

“Cupid throws his arrows: unluckily, he has never studied archery” 
     (Anonimous) 

 
“We were together. I forget the rest” 

  (Walt Whitman) 
 
 

 

How 

The goal is to speak about the scientific aspects of human relationships in a simple and intriguing way: any attempt 
to simplify humanity inevitably contains ironic aspects, but at the same time represents a mirror wherein anybody 
can recognize its reflection.  
 

“...the purpose of playing, whose 
 end, both at the first and now, was and is, to hold as 'twere the 
mirror up to nature: to show virtue her feature, scorn her own 

image, and the very age and body of the time his form and pressure.” 
    (Shakespeare, Hamlet, III-II) 

 
Functions wants to be simple, exportable, light and deep. It wants to show how we feel, how we function, how we 
create our  own destiny  and  reality. To do  it several paths  can  be  followed: the  audience ’s choices influence 
everything happening on stage.  

 
Introduction and interaction 
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Live streaming 

 
 

 
Real personal stories on video 

 
 
 

Votes 
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Simple relationships’ frames 

 
 

 

Who 

Matteo Lanfranchi, actor graduated at Milan's “Paolo Grassi”, one of the most important Drama Schools in Italy. He 
worked as an actor for many directors performing in several European  countries, winning some awards and 
collecting experiences that brought him to found his own company in 2007: Effetto Larsen. He realizes stage, urban 
and site-specific performances for  festivals,  academic institutions  and  private  stru ctures on  both  national  and 
international level. In 2013 he was the protagonist of Yuri Esposito, a movie directed by Alessio Fava and winner of 
the Biennale College Filmlab. The movie was presented at the 70th Venice Film Festival with excellent feedbacks by 
audience and  critics. In the  same year  he  was also asked  to  produce  a  written interview about  his work to  be 
included in the book Testimonianza, ricerca, azioni (Ed. Akropolis, Genua), a publication collecting the views of the 
most important emergent directors in Italy. 
 

 

 

Awards: 
Filmlab Biennale College 2012 – Biennale di Venezia with Yuri Esposito 
Lia Lapini Award 2011 with Innerscapes 
ETI Eolo Award – Best Italian production project 2010 with Lasciateci perdere 
Biennale of Young Artists from Europe and the Mediterranean 2009 with Aggregazione 
First prize Urban Drama contest Borgo Teatro 2009 with TUO/OUT 
Second prize International Production Festival Fantasio Piccoli 2008 with Lo sguardo di Amleto 
Special Mention SubUrbia Festival 2008 with Dukkha – azione privata 
GAI Movin'Up – Young Italian Artists 2008 with Dukkha – azione privata 
Hystrio-Arlecchino d’Oro Award 2005 with Troiane 
ETI Eolo Award – Best Italian performance 2005/2006 with Per la strada 

 
 

 
Roberto Rettura , sound producer. He has been a musician until the ‘90s. He worked on several movie soundtracks, 
and graduated  at DAMS-Music with a thesis on multichannel movie soundscapes. Since the year 2000  he has been 
collaborating with audio  and  video  production  studios,  dance  and  theatre  companies, musical labels, visual artists, 
providing services and  sound  consultancies of  all kind. He  has  recently focused  exclusively on  performing art  and 
music. In 2010 he created Lo Studio Spaziale, his own sound recording studio.  
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Main collaborations: 
Enza Negroni (Jack Frusciante è uscito dal gruppo, 1996)  
Peter Greeenway (Bologna Tower 2000, 2000)  
Studio Arkì (2001-04)  
gruppo nanou (technical director, sound design 2004-13)  
Effetto Larsen (technical director, sound design 2007-13)  
Trovarobato Recordings (2008-13)  
Francesca Grilli (Fe2o3, Venice Biennale Arte installation, 2013) 
Baustelle (Fantasma's overdubs, Warner Music, 2013) 
Joe Pisto (London Vibes' editing, Universal 2013) 
Calibro35 (2013) 
 
 

 

 

 
 




